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NSAP ‘at a glance’



Background – Seagrass & Carbon

• Developing Carbon Code – June 2023

• 35 x faster than rainforest / 40 x more 
efficient than land forest soils

• 92% loss in UK

• no seagrass restoration projects have 
been fully verified for carbon offsets, and 
no UK-specific code yet exists.

• Described as:
“Developmental, but high potential 
stage”



The challenges regarding Carbon

• Current restoration costs

• No UK specific Carbon code

• Data gaps 
• Net C sequestration rates (and 

GHG flux)

• Mapping

• Regulatory complexity

• Scale



Blue Carbon within NSAP?

• Direct and Indirect
• Passive restoration – retaining what is 

already sequestered

• Active restoration – developing increased 
capacity/potential

• Strong association with CCT-C 
• Investment routes

• Recognition that scale matters

• Working Group



Progress so far
• Structure and Governance

• Mapping
• Protocol – 7 guiding principles established to be 

progressed over the next 12 moths)

• NRW site suitability layers

• Future investment options: 
• Live consultancy to clarify short to long term 

investment options. (More than Carbon)

• Community engagement



Going forward
• Priority 3 – Halt the loss

• the primary importance of saving what we still have

• Ensuring optimal conditions to improve active restoration success

• Close working and support of Saltmarsh Network
• Strong evidence that saltmarsh and seagrass frequently co-occur

• Functional aspects of the same connected coastal ecosystem

• CCT – C: Progressing future investment options for seagrass recovery.
• seascape development?:

• The value of connectivity – ecologically, functionally and financially

• Saltmarsh Network

• Connecting Conwy

• Atlantic Coast Programme
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