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To generate and influence the transdisciplinary capability of the 
UK marine policy stakeholder and research community in order to 
use diverse values in decision making to support the sustainable 

management of the UK’s marine resources. 



Project Overview 

WP5. National    
transition planning
• With national 

decision-makers in 
Scotland, England and 
Wales

• National workshops
• Institutional action 

planning

WP3. Values and ocean 
literacy

WP4. Embedding values 
into marine governance

WP1.
Conceptual 
framework for 
diverse values, 
transdisciplinarity 
and marine 
management

WP2. Making diverse 
values visible



IPBES (2022). https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6522392.



Testing multiple methods to 
understand diverse values in 
three community test sites
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Watershed Premiere 
and Community Workshops 

January 2024

• Over 80 people attended over two events, 
including local councillors. 

• Key discussion themes included: 
• Workshop attendees expressed strong emotional 

responses to the deterioration of the river and the 
implications of this for the wider environment in the 
region – ‘It's like a dying friend’ 

• The challenge of cross border governance dealing with a 
whole catchment issue. 

• A need for improved coordination and more joined up 
thinking to bring river, estuary and coast together. 

• Feeling of being ‘let down’ by decision-makers and a lack 
of faith that any real action will be taken. 

• BUT there was hope – ‘people have power’ 

• Analysis of the interviews and workshop 
discussions is ongoing. 

• Film to be released soon!
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A taster of 
results from 
Chepstow! 

107 responses 
from across 
Chepstow and 
the Wye 
catchment 

“Connecting but also 
distancing”



12

68%
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2%
1%

0% 1%

Very important Important

Neither important nor unimportant Not very important

Not at all important don’t know 

How important is protecting the marine 
environment to you?
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40%
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How do you feel when you think about the marine environment? 
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58%

38%

22%

21%

18%

16%

16%

15%

15%

15%

13%

7%

7%

5%

4%

2%

0%

0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Diverse habitats for marine plants and animals

Places to support mental health and wellbeing

Places to support physical health and exercise

Recreation

Renewable energy (e.g. from offshore wind or tidal power)

Weather and climate control

Oxygen production, carbon capture and storage

Tourism

A sense of identity

History and heritage

Natural forms of coastal protection

Food to eat e.g. fish, shellfish

Research and education

Supporting the wider economy

Transport and shipping

Disposal of waste

Oil and gas

Provide material for construction and infrastructure

What are the most important benefits that 
society gets from the marine environment 
around Chepstow and the Severn Estuary? 
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62%

61%

58%

57%

52%

45%

41%

40%

40%

37%

35%

27%

22%

19%

17%

16%

16%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Marine litter and plastic pollution

Climate change

Chemical pollution

Poor water quality

Land-based pollution

Destruction of habitats at the coast or in the sea

Overfishing

Loss of marine species

Lack of public understanding about marine environment

The ocean becoming more acidic

Non-native, alien or introduced species

Sea level rise

Coastal erosion

Coastal flooding

Changes to ocean currents

Changes in species distribution

Construction in the seas or ocean

Which of the following do you think pose 
the most threat to the marine 

environment? 
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1%

22%

17%36%

3%

10%

Strong positive impact positive impact No impact

Negative impact Strong negative impact Don't know

What impact do you think your lifestyle 
has on the marine environment?

30%

42%

12%

2%

0%

10%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Very poor Poor Neither good nor
poor

Good Very good Don't know

How would you rate the health of the marine 
environment around Chepstow? 





Other work and next steps
• Finalising the creative work in the Chepstow/ Wye 

catchment site. 

• Ongoing analysis to develop value summaries for the 
Wye catchment. 

• Analysis of interviews with decision-makers to evaluate 
capacity for ocean literacy and how it can be 
operationalised. 

• HMC and UHI have assessed evidence use within key 
decisions in Wales – WNMP and the River Wye and Usk 
Byelaws – and identified pathways for embedding 
diverse values into decision-making. 

• Workshops to support planning for integrating different 
data, evidence and value sources into decision making – 
including a workshop at the SMMR conference in May. 



Key observations (so far)
• Ocean Literacy provides a framework for understanding relationships and 

values towards the ocean, coast and seas – in a range of contexts. 

• Ocean Literacy is more than communication and education!  

• There is a real need to understand diverse values – and to use different 
methods to reveal / explore / assess / experience them and no one size fits all

• Qualitative, arts-based methods take time and resource BUT can facilitate 
conservations with different people and identify new issues and. 

• We need to continue to challenge who is currently considered in ocean literacy 
research and practice – who gets to be ‘coastal’?

• Work still to be done to develop effective mechanisms to include diverse values 
and OL dimensions  within ocean decision making– what are our pathways to 
impact? 
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Thank you! 
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